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HISTORIC .AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY HABS No.  RI-149 

BENJAMIN AND JOHN REYNOLDS HOUSE MBS 

HI, 
It-PROV, 

nt&ixsss.- &$ Benefit Street, Providence, Providence        52- 
County, Rhode Island. 

Plat 10, lot 117; 50 Benefit Street in 1824; 
76 Benefit Street in 1847; 88 Benefit Street 
since 1866). 

Present Owner:    King's Lea Corporation, Box 1645, Providence, 
Rhode Island. 

Present Occupant: Various renters. 

Resent Use:     Apartment House. 

Brief Statement   This is a characteristic, frame house of the late 
of Significance:  eighteenth century. 

BARTJU ....HISTORICAL INFa&&riOH 

A. Physical History 

1. Original and subsequent owners: 

1783 For 305 Spanish milled dollars Noah Robinson sells 
this land to John and Benjamin Reynolds...Deed Book 
21, page 38, in Providence City Hall. 

1794 For 350 £ John Reynolds sells property to Benjamin 
Reynolds, together with one undivided half part 
of dwelling house...Deed Book 23,  page 358, in 
Providence City Hall. 

1798 Henry R. Chace, Owners and Occupants of the Lots., 
Houses and Shops in the Town of Providence,. Rhode 
.Island in 1798 Located on Maps of the Highv/ays of 
that Date (Providence, 1914): Benjamin Reynolds. 
£ on Benefit Street. S on Church Lane. A House 
lot 44' x 104'. A dwelling house thereon 38' x 
33r. 2 stories wood. Value $1100. 

1803 Property deeded to William and Edward Reynolds by 
Benjamin Reynolds,..Deed Book 27, page 620, in 
Providence City Hall. 

1822 Property sold for $2300 by Edward and William 
Reynolds to Samuel Hamlin, pevrberer axid Brittania 
Ware, "adjoining King's Church, being the S/E 
dorner.and running N/'ly on a lot of land belonging 
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to heirs of Levi Hall, dec'd then running K/ly 
on lot belonging to heirs of Nathaniel Wheaton 
until it reaches Benefit Street, then S/ly on 
Benefit Street to a cross street, then V//ly on 
said cross street to first mentioned corner to- 
gether with dv/elling house.;i.. .Deed Book Ifit  page 
2/t9. in Providence City Hall; being the same pur- 
chased by John and Benjamin Reynolds of Noah 
Robinson and recorded in Deed Book 21, page 38, 
in Providence City Hall. 

182-4 Samuel Hamlin lived here until 1857.. .Providence 
Directory. 

1864 Property taxed "©Robert H. Ives, 

1864 For S9000 Robert Ives sells property to Josiah 
Crooker...Deed Book 176, page 129, in Providence 
City Hall. 

1866 Mrs. E. Hamlin, H. A.  Newhall, and Liartha Thurber 
lived here...Providence Directory. 

1867 Hamlin heirs sell to Robert H. Ives...Deed Book 
179, page 54, in Providence City Hall, 

1920 George Crooker sells property to St. John's Church. 

1929 Property taxed to St, John's Church. 

1930 Property taxed to St. Dunstan's School. 

1956 Property taxed to Armando Guisti. 

2. Date of erection: Between 1783-1794. 

3. Notes on alterations and additions: :This vra.s originally 
a central hall type house with two interior chimneys and 
five rooms. A rounded bay was added on the rear about 
1875. In I960 it was converted into five apartments— 
two on the first floor, two on the second, and one in 
the ground level basement at the rear. Mantels have 
been removed, and the middle rear room has been divided 
into two bathrooms per floor. The stair hall in intact. 

B. Historical Events Connected with Structure: This house is 
commonly referred to as the Sarah Helen Whitman house. 
lies.  Whitman, a poetess ?/ho was once wooed h-y  Edgar Allen Foe, 
had a well-known rose garden in the rear of the house. 

Prepared by Antoinette F. Downing and Elvira Gowdey 
for the Providence Preservation Society 
August, 1961. 
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EART..II. j^CHITKCTUEA-L IKFQRI^TIQN 

A. General Statement 

1. Architectural character: Characteristic, v/ell-built, 
medium income house, with especially interesting stair- 
way. 

2. Condition of fabric: Good; reconditioned in I960. 

B. Technical Description of Sxterior 

1. Overall dimensions: 38T x 33', 5 bays; two stories in 
front, three stories in rear. 

2. Foundations; 7ery  large rough granite slabs (four) 
across front, brick across sides and back. 

3- Wall construction: Wood, vertical planks, clapboarded, 
some original feathered and lapped clapboards. 

4. Porches, stoops; Narrow later porch at south side entry, 
two cement steps to rear door in basement, level,two 
wooden steps to door on north side. 

5. Chimneys; Two interior brick. 

6. Openings: 

a. Doorways and doors: Main entrance}  center of 
east front; Ionic frontispiece with pediment, 
modillion cornices, pulvinated frieze; lighted, 
panel door apparently later. 

b. Windows and shutters:  Double hung windows, single 
light sash not original, simple frames with molded 
caps and sills; no shutters or shutter hardware. 
Second floor window caps projected out and contin- 
uous with bed mold, 

7. Roof: 

a. Shape, covering: Gable roof, asphalt shingles. 

b. Cornice, eaves: Boxed eaves, molded cornice. 
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C. Technical Description of Interior 

1. Floor plans: Originally a central hall, five room plan. 
House has been converted into five apartments. 

2. Stairways: Three run main stairway in front hall. 
Straight rail; molded. Open riser ends with cut out 
trim, turned balusters, rather slender newel post, 
heavy turned baluster treatment, small cap drops. 

3. Flooring: New pine over the old boards. 

4. Wall and ceiling finish: Plastered. 

5. Doorways and doors: Door frames original; doors have 
been replaced. 

6. Trim: Very good dentil cornice in front rooms and hall. 
Corner posts-,boxed. No chair rail except in hall. 
Hail - reeded chair rail, dentil cornice; reeded shadow 
rail up stairs; reeded shadow posts. Four panel closet 
door under stairs, paneled stair soffit. 

7. Hardware: All hardware replaced in 1959. 

8. Lighting: Electric, new. 

9. Heating: Central, with baseboard radiators. 

D. Site 

1. General setting and orientation: House faces east; set 
on sidewalk edge. 

2. Enclosures: New dry stone wall at rear; new garden rear 
and north side. 

3. Walks, driveways: Mo drive; new curved walks of asphalt; 
sidewalk north side is cement, front is herringbone laid 
brick. 

Prepared by Antoinette F. Downing 
for the Providence Preservation 

Society 
August, 1961. 
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